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Abstract: 

JP 58220794 A 



Medium having a predetermined surface profile comprises two adjacent layers of thin materials which 
can be marked with an energy beam to endothermically form a marked area having different optical 
properties from unmarked areas. The first layer is a metal and the second layer is a metal or 
semiconductor, and marking forms an alloy or mixt. having the predetermined surface profile. 

The first layer is Al, Au, Pb or Sn and the second is a different material from Al, Au, Pb, Sn, Ge or Si. 
After makring, the surface profile comprises at least one flat marked area on a flat background of 
unmarked areas. 

USE/AD VANTAGE - The storage medium is useful for archival storage. It can record information at 
high density at acceptable laser power levels, e.g. similar to those of conventional Te (alloy) films, and 
has sufficient lifetime for archival storage. (First major country equivalent to J58220794-A) 
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